
UNM Student Publications Board Meeting 

Friday, June 30, 2017 

Marron Hall, Room 131 

 

 

Present:  Monica Kowal, Leslie Donovan, Tyler Narvaez, Gabe Gallegos, Robert Trapp  

 

Ex-officio:  Daven Quelle, Elizabeth Sanchez 

 

Also Present:  Carolyn Souther, Clayton Hubbs 

 

Absent:  Joseph Bartolotta, Jessica Campbell, GPSA Rep, SPJ rep 

 

Monica Kowal called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. 

 

Kowal asked for a review of the April 29 meeting minutes.  Leslie Donovan made a motion to approve the 

minutes. Tyler Narvaez seconded. Robert Trapp abstained.  The motion carried.  

 

Kowal asked Elizabeth Sanchez for the Daily Lobo editor’s report.  Sanchez reported she has staff covering 

the newsroom daily from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  She said she has updated all of the newsroom staff agreements 

and has hired quite a few reporters and photographers.  Sanchez said that Narvaez and the news editor, 

Celia Raney, have been going to freshman orientation sessions to recruit and give incoming students 

information about the Daily Lobo. Donovan asked if she had hired desk editors. Sanchez replied that 

experienced staff had been hired for each desk: Raney at the news desk, Johnny Vizcaino for culture, 

Robert Maler for sports and Diana Cervantes for photo. She said they are in need of design assistants.  

Daven Quelle asked the board to peek in at the newsroom because that Sanchez had spent time cleaning 

and painting the newsroom. Sanchez said that Raney and Cervantes had worked to add touches to the 

newsroom to make it more welcoming. 

 

Quelle reported that because UNM announced an additional holiday on July 3 as well as July 4, the issue 

on July 3 was cancelled. She said that the Daily Lobo need to consider publishing only digitally next 

summer, as other college publications have done. She said that in addition to decreased revenue, there are 

fewer students on campus to pick up the paper because more online classes are being offered. Donovan said 

that students are opting to sign up for digital classes and may not come to campus at all. Kowal noted that 

during the summer there seemed to be more visitors on campus than students. Gallegos said that in a digital 

first environment, the Daily Lobo should be able to leverage more digital advertising to offset the cost of 

summer publications. Quelle said that the revenue would not be from digital ads on the website. She said 

that revenue from digital sales on websites is declining across the nation due to increased use of ad blockers 

by users. She said that the Daily Lobo’s website does not generate enough traffic to support serious growth 

in digital advertising online. She said she agreed with Gallegos that digital revenue would be important, not 

just for the summer, but new digital advertising would have to be discovered. 

 

Kowal asked Quelle to give a Daily Lobo financial report.  Quelle reported through May 2017.  She said 

that May’s expenses were slightly more than revenue, but the year would end in a deficit again. She said  

that advertising sales from campus departments  is rapidly declining due to budget constraints at the 

university, and A.R.T construction continues to negatively impact  businesses along the Central. She said 

the advertising staff is working to change the approach for advertising, and to find new ways to bring in 

revenue. Quelle said she may need to consider being directly involved in sales herself. She said there are 

new products to explore such as a platform that provides a social media feed from business and campus 

entities into the Daily Lobo website.  

 



Narvaez made a motion to close the meeting to interview Best Student Essays candidate, Clayton Hubbs.  

Donovan seconded the motion. The motion passed.   

 

The meeting went into closed session at 4:29 p.m. 

 

The meeting reopened at 5:12 p.m.   

 

Kowal thanked Hubbs for his time and application. She said the board decided that Hubbs did not quite 

have the experience to assume the leadership role of editor of Best Student Essays and that the board chose 

not to vote at this time and to reopen the position.  She thanked Hubbs on behalf of the board for his time, 

and suggested he work on one of the publications to gain that experience.  Quelle noted that there is no one 

from last year’s staff available for support. Donovan said Hubbs had a lot to offer and encourage him to get 

involved and apply again in the future. 

 

Kowal suggested a deadline for new applications before school starts in August, and that the board reach 

out to summer school classes, particularly English classes, for candidates. Trapp said he would be happy to 

come speak to classes if someone set it up. Gallegos suggested an August 25 deadline to reach out to both 

summer and fall classes. Donovan said that English professors may not allow access to classes in the first 

week of summer school. Kowal said she thought professors would allow five minutes in their classes. 

Quelle said that if the board is in agreement to cancel the fall 2017 issue and extend the search, then there 

was no need to rush a deadline in August, but can move it closer to the September board meeting. Narvaez 

said that if we move the deadline, hire a candidate in late September, the new editor would have have time 

to recruit a staff in the fall and produce a bigger issue in the spring. He suggested a deadline of September 

22, 2017 for applications. Donovan said that there had been discussion in the past about having only one 

Best Students Essays issue per year. 

 

Kowal made the formal announcement that after two failed attempts to get a viable candidate for Best 

Student Essays editor, the board decided to cancel the fall 2017 issue and instead extend the search for 

editor into the fall semester when more faculty and students are on campus and make an editor selection at 

the September meeting. 

 

Quelle handed out a tentative list of board meetings for 2017-18. 

 

Kowal said that Joseph Bartolotta will not be able to be on the board anymore. She said the Faculty Senate 

sent out a survey for committee interest to faculty, and the president, Pamela Pyle, will choose board 

representatives from that list.  Donovan said her term was up at the end of the summer and said she 

included her name in that list and asked to be re-appointed to the board again as well. Kowal said she 

would reach out to Pyle after the holiday. Quelle said that the Society of Professional Journalists student 

chapter still needs to appoint a representative. Sanchez said that she had met with Journalism professor 

Michael Marcotte about reestablishing the student group in the fall. She said she is planning to visit 

journalism classes to recruit for the Daily Lobo and SPJ. Quelle said that Jessica Campbell, ASUNM 

presidential appointment is automatically off the board for missing her third consecutive board meeting. 

She noted that since the new ASUNM  president would appoint a member, then ASUNM would have 

appointments from two ASUNM administrations. Narvaez said he would talk to ASUNM president Noah 

Brooks, about the appointment, since Gallegos and Narvaez would like to remain on the board.  Kowal 

asked Trapp about his appointment from the NM Press Association. Trapp said the NMPA meeting was in 

November, and Quelle said she had been in contact with GPSA, who would appoint someone once school 

started in August.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:28 p.m. 


